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minute  observer, and Ms opportunities of
comparison were excellent.

In the Eastern States he finds a good
many people saying motive; in the Middle
States some who say prejudice. J? before
r is often pronounced like a, as marcy for
mercy, an error which he refers rather il-
logically to the practice of calling the letter
r ar, so that in his Spelling-Book he writes
its sound er; " in a few instances," he says,
st this pronunciation is hecome general
among polite speakers, as clerk, sergeant,
etc." In calling attention to the New Eng-
land custom of preferring the sound of i
short or e before tbe diphthong ow, as in
Mow for cow, "Webster gravely refers the
disagreeable peculiarity "to the nature of
their government and a distribution of their
property." Let the reader reflect a moment
before he reads Webster's philosophical ex-
planation, and see if his own cogitations lead
Idm in the right direction. " It is an un-
doubted fact that the drawling nasal manner
of speaking in New England arises almost
solely from these causes. People of large
fortunes, who pride themselves on family
distinctions, possess a certain boldness, dig-
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